Correlates of the perceived health risks of marijuana use among Australian adults.
A quota sample of 3272 people from the Australian population was surveyed by telephone about the health risks of marijuana use. Three-fifths of the sample (62%) believed that there were health problems caused by marijuana use and one in four (27%) were uncertain. The most commonly cited health effects were: lung cancer, mental problems, memory loss and respiratory disease. The health risks of marijuana use were perceived to increase with increasing frequency of use, and to be greater when the user was a teenager rather than an adult. The perceived health risks of marijuana increased with age, were higher among women than men, decreased with increasing education and frequency and quantity of alcohol and were substantially lower among those who had used marijuana, and those who knew someone who had used marijuana.